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At a glance…. 
 

The Challenge 

 Raise awareness and promote the sustainable supply opportunities linked to the growth 
of the offshore wind sector, including the availability of business support programmes in Kent 

Project Objectives 

 The project aims to: 
1. Create an electronic database of potential tier 1, 2 , 3 & 4 product or service suppliers 
2. Identify and map Kent based companies, including those within the Medway area, who 

could have future capabilities to supply key products or services to the offshore wind 
industry 

3. Carry out a gap analysis of the data collected to identify the specific industry areas and 
skills that are not currently provided for and which require populating within the database 

Methodology  

The data collection will include developing a comprehensive directory of industries capable of 
supplying to an off-shore renewable energy wind farm in the Kent and surrounding areas. 
Workshops will be held to identify the challenges to supply chain access. SME’s will be 
encouraged to work with the research team to find solutions to the current barriers. 

Deliverables 

 An interactive database of Kent and Medway based businesses with the potential to 
supply products and services to a wind farm, with a short description of their current 
activities, capacity and capability, matched by code to the model, and containing essential 
company data, which can be overlaid onto Google maps. The project will also examine the 
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possibility of developing a web portal supported by the database of maritime industries.  It 
is expected that the portal will facilitate collaboration and the transfer of knowledge 
between maritime companies.  

 Two workshops will be held, one in Ramsgate and the other Sheerness, involving 
stakeholder dialogue and promoting awareness of opportunities.  

 A report of the findings from the gap analysis together with recommendations on which 
aspect of the supply chain can be facilitated through training and investment.  

Project Partners 

Kent CC and Kent Wind Energy Group 
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For further information contact: Dr Dawn Robins: d.robins@chi.ac.uk  
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